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to the Viceroy and Governors which in their cumulative effect
are meant to be the legislative embodiment of a care for India's
minorities and her financial health. Provision has been made
for the political co-operation of the Indian States should they
be willing to comply with certain curtailments of the powers
exercised by their individual rulers in exchange for services to
be rendered by the federal authority. The provinces have
been given autonomy. The Governors, however, are env
powered to withhold assent from measures which in their
view are inimical to the spirit of the new Act, The vote is
available to all persons over twentyone years of age who have
the necessary qualifications. The franchise is surrounded by
different conditions in different provinces, but, as a general
rule, it is based on a property qualification ascertamable fiom
land revenue, income-tax and municipal tax payments.
Communal representation remains. This means that the
electoral arrangements are so designed as to give separate
representation to distinct races, communities and interests.
Under the new Act a high percentage of India's adult
population will be enfranchised. Women, the depressed
classes, industrial labour, special interests, small landholders
and cultivators, etc., are all now given representation.
Under the new Act a federation is visuahsed and provided
for. There is a federal executive similar to those of other
Imperial federations. The entire executive power of the
federation will be held by the Governor/General; his ministers
shall "aid and advise" him, but must retain the confidence of
the legislature. The Governor/General's special powers are
practically duplicated by those of the Governors of the provinces
and include: (i) the prevention of any grave menace to the
peace or tranquillity of India; (2) the safeguarding of the
country's financial credit; (3) the interest of minorities; (4)
rights of members of the public services; (5) the prevention of
discrimination; (6) penal treatment to British or Burmese
goods imported into India; (7) rights of Indian States and
their rulers.